Inspector Andy Smith

Caerau Lane Police Station

Cowbridge Road West

Ely Cardiff.

1st November 2008

Dear  Inspector Smith

RE: VANDALISM TO ST MARY’S CHURCH AT CAERAU
I was given your name by the duty officer at Canton Police station when I called in on the 26th October last, concerning the on-going vandalism to the above church and surroundings.
The Friends of St. Mary’s and Communities First of Ely are anxious to discuss with you ways in which this wanton vandalism can be prevented or curtailed.

 The damage appears to take place mainly during school holidays and extra patrols by police have been previously requested by local people and others to prevent this occurring.

The police in Ely presently patrol on motorbikes and should be able to access the lane, from Church Road if they were provided with a key to the barrier. Communities First at Glyn Derw School, Penally Road, Caerau can advise you where you may obtain this.

The cost to the council in cleaning and repairing is enormous and we are sure that with some effective policing this could be halted. The name-tags of the graffiti vandals are written on the walls and should be identifiable among the local community of youths, and schools may be able to assist.

We respectfully request a meeting at the church site, with ourselves and Communities First, and Mrs. Susan Brooke and other residents, who are all involved in trying to protect the remains of historic church from the distressing attacks, which include tearing down masonry and daubing the church and tower with paint. Between us, we hope a strategy for dealing with this expensive and distressing vandalism may be achieved.

If you could let us have a date for a meeting, a Friday would be preferred, or a weekend.

Thanking you for your assistance in this matter.

Delia Jay

Co-founder Friends of St. Mary’s

CC Iona Gordon Communities First; Susan Brooke; Barbara Wilding, Chief Constable South Wales.

